[The operation of Barrett's esophagus].
The purpose of operation in Barrett's esophagus is to protect against esophageal acid exposure. In Western countries antireflux surgery is positive because Barrett's esophagus is recognized as premalignancy. But in Japan many people have SSBE without intestinal metaplasia. Thus if cancer is not detected in Barrett's esophagus, it is difficult to accept surgery. Besides antireflux surgery is not always successful. So the extra-surgical treatment is more recommended than operation in Japan.